
 

Communicating Beach Water Quality 

 
Modernized eBEACHES 

Communicating Beach Conditions 

at the National Level 

A Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Project 

 

Great Lakes Beaches Association 
 

Bill Kramer, CEP, PM 

US EPA 

September 27-28, 2011 

 



Where We Are Going (2012) 
A Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Project 

 More useful and appealing EPA webpage 

 More timely information to the public             
(e.g., annual to weekly/daily/hourly) 

 Increased analytical capability at beach 
and aggregate levels; e.g., trends, 
exceedences, advisories and closures, 
pollution sources 

 Real-time verification (editing) tool 

 Less effort for states to submit and 
approve data  
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Improve eBEACHES System 
Responsiveness 
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Type of Data (Database) 
Started 

(2003 Data) 

Now 

(2010 Data) 

Modernized 

(2012 Data) 

Notification                    

(PRAWN -OST) 
Annually Annually 2 hours  

Verification Not Done Annually Any Time 

Location  maps                            

(RAD-OWOW) 
Irregularly Monthly Weekly 

Verification Not Done Monthly Any Time 

Monitoring           

(WQX/STORET-OWOW) 
Monthly Weekly (STORET) 2 hours (WQX) 

Verification Not Done Twice Monthly Any Time 
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Current page  is frozen map image 

- No choice of base maps 

- Not show status: 

--- Green – No advisory 

--- Yellow  -  Advisory 

--- Red  - Closure 

--- Khaki – Historical Beach  

--- Grey – not reporting 
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DEMONSTRATION 

 

Of Beta Enhancements to 

 

 “Find your Beach” 

 

[From live design site, some 

 of the following features may change] 
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 “New for 2012” 











 “New for 2012” 

 “New for 2012” 

 “New for 2012” 

 “New for 2012” 

Beach Profile Page 
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More columns 
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Still More columns Monitoring Results 
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Beach Detail Lookup: Race Point (National) - Sampling Point 3 

1). Race Point (National) (View Map | View Lab Data) 

Sampling Point 3  

Type:  

Test Frequency:  

Status: 

Posted on 08/26/2009 

 

New Trend Reports 

for historical data 
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WQS Criterion Value 
 (New for 2012) 

Gap due to “non-detect” result 

http://mass.digitalhealthdepartment.com/public_21/showmap.cfm?map=
http://mass.digitalhealthdepartment.com/public_21/beaches.cfm?bID=12650&func=details
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Advisory and Monitoring Report 

 “New for 2012” 





Reports 

 Standard and Custom 

– filter by: where, when, content; select, sequence 
columns 

 Single Beach  

 Multiple Beaches and Jurisdictions e.g.: 

►EPA Region, GL, LIS, CB, GOM, Nationwide 

 Variable timeframes 

 Multiple and Single Data Type Reports 

► Recent Monitoring and Advisory data 

► Location, monitoring, advisory/closures 

 Downloadable, automatic update notification 
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Reports Tab 
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Notification Reports 

Notification Reports 

18 

More columns 
Notification Actions 
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Summary Report (cont) 
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Monitoring Frequency and Season 
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RSS Generator 

Also, data will be available 

to Apps developers 
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Validation Session Files to 
Jurisdiction 

Tool prompts data owner to: 
A. Download report from BEACON webpage, 

edit DB of record, resubmit to CDX. (or) 
B. Tell Verification Tool to send file to owner 

only, owner edit DB of record, resubmit to 
CDX. (or) 

C. (If node exists) [Tool opens EN 
Services],execute send to jurisdiction node 
(Node then parses into DB of record) then 
resubmit to CDX via node. (or) 

D. B-C (w/o resubmit), AND Tool resubmits 
to CDX. 






